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SHEWETH, 

SISASPO Har the 22 of arch 1648, the Parliament declared, 
FA That they were truſted by the people,for the Common 

WW > Ty good, and to procure the well-being of thoſe whom 
5D) they lerve; and to remoye Oppreflion and Arbitrary 

I) power,and all oppoſicions to the peace and freedome of 
this Nation ; and that they intend the common Intereſt of thoſe whom 
they lerye,more then their own particulars : And they then promiſed 
the due reformation of the Law,for che taking away of corruption and 
abuſes, delays, vexations, and unneceſlary travel and expences, and 
whatſocyer ſhoul4 be found really burthenſome to the people, that e- 
vil might be puniſhed, and the good rewarded and the people be eaſed 
in their burthens and Taxes, and the deots of the Common wealth be 
juftly fatisfied, But alas, with grieved hearts we have long expeRted 
ſome fruic of rheir promiſes, and that multitude of days ſhould utter 
knowledge ; Yet all in yain, inſomuch thar we can no longer torbear, 
but ſhew our grievances, for they are many and intolerable, My Lord, 
there was a time,when your Excellency and our unparalePd Army was 
in a low condi:ion, and in your (traights,you affirmed chat you called 
upon God,and he heard yon,and deliyered you in your diftrefs z ſure 
God was pleaſed with you in that, for he ave your enemics into your 
hands,andlerled the ſoles of your feet in peace, gave you larec poſlefſie 
ons houſes that you built not 3 was all this that you onely might live 
mm peace, eaſe and reſt, and ſay you haye maxried Wiyes,haye Fm 

al 


3 | 

Parks, Maiifhors, ahd Kitely houſes to ſee 3 and forget the yows you | 
then made 2 ſurely no, Arc the people free ? 1s perieet liberty wroughe 
for them? or are your yows quite forgotten? Is not the fafety of the peo= 
ple the ſupreme Law ? Nay, are not you the peoples Army, and have | 
they ot paid you ? Are your promiles yet performed ? Why are you 
ſo remiſs in the work of the Lord 2 why do the people yer complain e - | 
Is not jaſtice as neceſſary now, as when the Parliament began ? Our 
eyes haye been upon you, but our hope is in God ; ard though we be 

er clouded, and in the dark, yet deliveratice will come, and we ſhall 
not be deceiyed, | 

And though the ſons of Zerviah have ſeemed too firong for you z 
yet if your Excellency now appear, all the honeſt members, which 
have not bowed their knees to Baal, will to a man ſecond you, and 
make good eycry fillableof that Declaration, and reviye the ſelf denys 
ine Ordinance,and {corn to f1: with a company of mercenary Lawycts, 
who poylon the counſels of the Parliament,and turn juſtice and judge 
ment co gall and wormwood, meetly to inrich themſelyes by the ruine 
of the people, Then your Excellency and thoſe honeſt Members may 
forthwith paſs an AQ, to authorize the Juſtices of peace, to keep a 
Courrt in their ſeveral Counties, twice a week, in the moſt conyenient 
place in each County,to hear and determine all matters of debr, titles of 
lands,and other civill differences, the ſame day they be brought before 
them,and pur the people to no more charge,but their attendance,accor- 
ding to the praRiſe of the Court of Requeſis, London, fitting in Guild= 
Hall,by vertue of an A&t of Parliament,made in the third year of King 

= Tameg,and the 25 Chapter, | 
Then yeur Excellency and thoſe honeft Members may forthwith 

paſs the annexed AQ, to authorize Commiſſioners of known fidelity, 
for the ſpeedy examination and redreis of all the peoples grieyances ; 
though the ſeveral Committees appointed by Parliament, have done 
little or nothing therein, And then we (Hall ſee zn Act to fettle an An. | 
rual equal Repreſentative, and Indentures drawn between the Repre. 
ſentots, and the Repreſentative Counties, that we may nolonger truſt —o a 
in man; bur have it krown to the world, that the people are the Legiſ« 
Jative power,and that all that are entrufted by them,wuſt a& for them, 
and be accomprtable to them $3 Surely then may there be tound men of 
ſuch pure principles, that will not forget the ſelf. denying Ordinance, 
nor be ſeduced by the Clergy to aRt in Spirituals, when their Commile 
fion is for Temporals, Then ſhall thoſe faithfull perſens who hazar- 
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ed all for the Parliament, and wie) of chem left more then their whole 

|  Efates, and now live in prifon, nay, ftarve for want of itz not to bg-——-._ 
put to Uncover Cachedrals, and ranſack che Monuments of the d £ F's WAL, N 
buc be honelily paid with thanks and requitals, Then ſhould northe-” 05S 


| Publick Faith be out- pawned, and fo little care taken to redeem i | Rs 2 ns 
| while(t Miilions of Treaſure hath been conveyed beyond the ſeas, / , =: bd 
| Then ſhould there be a new little Book of onely uſefull Starutess-—- 
por:able,that thoſe that ſhould k:ep them may know them ; and not 
2 Voluminous 1ol, the ftudie of Lawyers their whole life time, to 
teach the people at great colt, and with the hazard of their lives, Then 
ſhall juſtice be done ac the charge ot the State, as of old, the poor fear 
no bribes, and the peoples whole inheritance not ſpent every hundred 
year, or leſs, ih tedious and ulelefs ſuits in Law, without accompt or 
puniſhmenc. Then ſhould no: poor Souldiers D ebenters be ſould for 
a Twentieth part, and the benefit of the reft redound to their enemies, 
Nar the hon-ft Souldier pay twice for his quarter, whileft your bloudy 
enemies are forgiven plunder and outrages, Was not this the price of 
their bloud ? and wo be to him that erecteth a City by bloud, cc, Nor 
the honelt Souldier that would not do all things, laid afide without 
place or pay, and ſtarve for want thereof z whileſt unworthy perions 
are imployed both by ſea and land, in yery great truft, to the lofiog 
the Honor of the Nation, gotten by the bloud and treaſure of chole 
who are now laid aſide, Nor ſhould the honeſt fufterer for the Parlia= 
ment be left without 21l provifaon, as if they had no bosies promile for 
it, Nor ſhould there be a five pound Act, a mzer deceit,as it is now i- 
led, while men of Etftates liein the upper Bench, and other priſons,and 
cheat the people, and their Lands unſold, Nor the poor diftrefled 
Proteſtants of Ireland, thac loſt their Eſtates, and fled hither tor theic 
lives, ſtarye here, and no account rendred of the moneys that was col- 
|; le&ed for them, both in England and elſewhere ; and many of their 
: bloudy Enemies ſuffered to be releaſed our of prifon, 
Then ſhould the head of no Injaſtice ftand upon any ſhoulders, 
fp” fince for that the late King loft his, Then ſhould peruries, torgeries, 
and briberies, which are grown to 2 great head amonglt us,be puniſh. 
ed, though the Committee do little or nothing therein, Nor {houl- 
De1hbe inflicted tor a cifl2 of tive ſhillings, ( a thing call:d Felony ) 
while(t vatt ſums are taken from the Commonwealch, withour any aC- 
compc,by Comrmittee-men,und others. Tacn ſhould che poor be pro- 
vided for, boch in Gaols,and without, ac leaſt by their 6yvn z and poor 
&3-:; IC2 Merl 


Sea. men invited home, by certainty of pay, atd aflurance of a compe- 
rent ſhare of the prize. goods, and liberty to adyenture five pounds 2 
man, or more, accotding to their place and quality, in eyery Merchants 
ſhip, as in Queen Elizabeths days * this will endear them unto the 
S:aes z and Lenity doth break more hearts then Scqueſtratior, Then 
{hould Timber, the finews of war by Sea, be planted and preſeryed ; 
and not fold to the Hollanders, Then ſhould Etquire Elfliott, and 
Edward | inks not be ftifled in that infamous priſon of Newgate 3 but 
be inforced to make good their Charges againſt che ſeveral Members, 
or be puniſhed leyerely. | 
My Lord,many of us were of this army under your owh command, 
xc fought tor our hberties;onr bloud, & our eftares are in it, and we are 
vitnefles that your Excellency promiled it unto us,and fo did the Patli- 
ament; what can be anſwered 1n this calc? for when you wanted Fows 
er,our lives was not dear to us,and now you have power, our lives and 
kberties ought to-be dear to you ard them, and no: ſuffer us to ftarye 
threuoh oppreſſion; 1s not this the time?cne work is greatzthe children 
_ of Anack are mighty men,and haye Cities walled bigh; yet fear them 
r.otsfor the good land is before yeur Excellency ; andit you will nor 
enter in before us but murmare,your Carcafles may be {lain in the wil- 
derneſſe,or you may be Aung with fiery Serpents; and yerdeliveratce 
ha!l come, for the ſpirits anointing cauled the people to defiroy the 
yoke of the late King; and God hath promiſed, har the teer of the poor, 
2nd the lteps of the needy, (hall tread down them that dwell on mghs 
E{1.10.,27, Eſ4,26.5.6, wonld you have us think that God ſeeth nor 
injuftice in a Commonwealth as wellas in a Kingly Government, or 
that our freedome confifterh in having the name of priviledge of Parlia. 
ment, inflead of KinglyPrerogative, or The Keepers of the Liberties of 
Enxpland, inſtead of Charls by the Grace of God, &c, notwithſtand- 
ino tbe ſarac injultice and arbitrary power remaineth, nay and is much 
increaſcd; for ſhame up and be doing ; we belcech you confider what 
will becom of your poſterities too,as well as otirs; letno man take your 
honour from you, nor delude you, and Jay your honour ihthe duſt : fer 
we profelle to all che world, that wharloeyer injuſtice , whateyer we 
want of perfeCt freedom, and liberty, what bloud is not-expiated, what 
treaſure is miſpent,all onr complaints are before your Excellency,and the 
army,and muſt remain with you,and be charged upon you; therefore 1f 
you will riſe like a mighty Giant refreſhed wich wine,and ſcorn a gift 
that blinds the eyes of the wiſe, and peryert the righteous in judgment, 
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ad go forth in the firength of our God chet ſhalthe work of the Lord 
proſper in your hands, But if you will nor, but ſay there is a Lion in the 
. way,and forget your yows and promiſes, and lead us back again into 
Egypt; and ſay,the ſame aJd Kingly ſpirit in a new name ſhall reigny 
we ſhall be inforced to ceaſe from your Excellency, and liftup our eys 
to the hills,and expect deliyeratice ſome other way, O how can we ex. 
pet to have injuſtice in ſuperiors puniſhed ſpeedily, and not left ro luc- 
ceeding Parliamcnts,afhd men ſtarve the mean while in priſon;when e= 
yery man is letr to act arbitrarily,and men accuſed of Treaſon, ſuffered 
to fi: 1n the houle?nay fore of us, will with our lives make good , that 
there be ſeme in the houſe that are utter enemies to the peace and fate. 
ty of the Nation, O how ſhall we be :ble ro diſcern our friends from 
our foes in the houſe, except the fairhiull Members do declare their pro- 
reſt to the people whom tney {erye, againit all thoſe char a& contrary 
to their trult, oppugning the law of God, the law of the land, and the 
law of naturez tor we humbly conceive this is the ready way to caſe 
them and you of your endlcfle trouble, and fecure the Commonwealth 
from future dangers and miſeries;for do we not fee with what extream 
difficulty, you produce any thing that looketh like juſtice?and how can 
weexpec that the grievances of the people ſhould be redrefled, when 
an eminent Member of the Houſe and Councel of State , profeſied he 
would oppole the diſcoyery of the grievances, both in houſe and Coun 
cel of State, when there was offered four millions to haye it done? a5 wit=- 


nefle the inſaing ingagemient, 
To the Right Honotrable the Conncel of State. 


Right Honanrable, 

V E whoſe names are under written, out of a defire to dilcharge 
'-V _ Y agoodconlcience, and zeal to promote the good and well. 
fare of this our native country, do hereby ingage our lives and fortunes, 
to produce and proſecute ſuch diſcoyeries of notoricus treacheries, & con= 
cealment of publick treaſures and lands,as will probably raiſe, at the 
leaſt four millions of treaſure, for the uſe of the State;zwhich we conceive 
may be for the conſtant pay of the army , and preyent the ſelling of 
their arrears at under rates,and to caſe the grieved and diſcontented peo= 
ple of this Nation, from all afseſsments whatioever,for the ſpace of four 
years next enſuing ; proyided, that this honourable Councel be pleaſed 
forthwith to drayy up the form of an AR, co authoxize Commiſſioners 
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for the examination of all mafner of grievances whatſ@ever,and all dis 


rect or indirect concealmmeac of publick creaſure,and preſent the ſame te 
the Patl:ament for the (needy paffing chereot , before any further ad= 
journ'mentor afty Act ot general pa:don be concluded z and likewiſe 
char cliis honourable Cu ncel would bt picaled to afford from time ta 
time an eft<Cttall aſi }:nce in che prolecution of che aforeſaid diſcover= 
ies,for the good of the Cmmonwealth, the better to indear the affeRi- 
ons of che people ro the Parkamenc, Army, Navy, and this honoura» 

le Councel,tn the intciacien of this preſent government, Giyen under 
our hands tis 4th of Seprember, 1649, | 


william Penared, William Reex, 

Tohn Sernard, | Aliles Arendale, 

Teffe' y {orbet, Robert Coalman, 
Devereux Gardioger, William Harriſon, 

Pillian Hill, Henry Mallew, 

William Bernard, jon, 


Can 2fy men be fo void of reaſon,as to perſwade us that they can be 
true to their truſt, who a ſo contrary to.the ſafety of the nation, and 
refuſe ſuch an offer as thiszdoth it not declarethar they are guilty per = 
ſons? we beleech you Genl:zmen confader,that God will not be mock= 
ed(Galat,6,7,)though you and the corrupt members of the houſe, have 
very ſufficiently mocked this nation for diyers years paſt,feeding us with 
(hals and ſhals;but rruly we never knew good words fill the bellies of 
the hutery,nor cloath the backs of the naked, Oh how haye we been 

ztrayed both by (ea and land ! and when men {han the light, it is be= 
cauſe their deeds are evill, [ohx 3.19,20,21.and hence it i5,that fo ma« 
ny do oppoſe a new Repreſentative ; how can any rational man think 
ic fafe to confide in ſuch unfaithfull truſtees, who neither di!chrge their 
truſt repoſed in them, nor make conſcience of their caths nor promiles, 
ih paying cheir debts; bur let the moſt faichfull friends of the Common. 
wealch,lic ftarying in all corners of the Common: wealth?and yet they 
can take care to provide for our enemies, by an At of free pardon, 
© how do th:ſe,and a mul:itude of 6cher aRtions declare their unfaich= 
fulneſs ! cerrainly chey are not the men whom we chole; if they be we 
were deceived it them, and will no longer cruſt in themgbut will haye 
all Traitors, Cheaters, Arbitrary aRors,and betrayers ot their truſt,cal= 
led toa ſtrict account,that ſo many induſtrious families may oe "w_ 
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Uong, people,or perſons, that will ner ſubui to his Geyerument, and 
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through opprefiiohy the Proph ale us, that Chiift is juft, Zache- 
57 9. 9. therefore we will neyex own any other King but him, he ſhall 
be our King and our Law-giver , and at his feet will we factifice cur 
lives,and all that is dear unto us, Eſay 33.22, James 4.12,theretcre all 
thoſe that are for Chriſt and juſtice,ler them declare themfelyes,that we 
may know and own them,and then we fhal adhere to them even from 
Dah to Beer-ſheba; for weare reſolved, that all thoſe that haye been 
faithſull in the Heule, Army, Navy, ard Commonwealth,by owning 
of Chrift, and Randing for Juſtice,fhall be ad in (ingular honour,and 
ſhall ſhine like ſtars in the firmament; and thoſe that fland for Ant» 
chriſt, in the oppoſing juſtice, or opprefiing the people, thall Itke cicds 
of dirt, or unſayory ſalt, be chrown to the dung-hill, and there remain, 
Matth.s .13.tor we do clearly (ce that we are fold to the bloudy But» 
chers of Rome, but we are refolyed we wil not be delivered up to theme 

Therefore we beſcech you, beforeit be too late, to go with us tothe 
Houſe door,and ror depart thence,till we haye an AQt for a Commits 
tee, to diſcoyer and redrels the gricyances of the Common- weaith, 
that ſo thoſe that haye betrayed their cruft, and fo'd us to Anticar'ft, 
may reap the fruit of their treachery ; for theſe ren,as they Rand core 
rupted, will neyer Jet us haye a new Repreſentative : How many 
moneths, nay, years we think, haye they ſpent in conriving a way tor 
a hew Repreſentative, and will not doit ? But we deubt not, but a 
Committee of upricht,unbiaſled men,will quickly find cut the Achazs, 
and the execrable things ; which will ſo unite us together in Jove, and 
raiſe ſuch a vaſt Bank of treaſure, and perpetual revenue, as will make 


this Nacion a terrour to the whole earth z and then our Truftees may 


| carry on the work of the Nation with eaſe and chearfulncls, And we 


do heartily beleech you, as you tender the ſofery of your own perſons, 
families, eftates, and this whole Common. wealth, that you do forth= 
with call a General Councel, that ſo we may not be berraycd in our 
diſcoyeries, nor defiroyed for our fidelity to our Countrey 2 Ard then 
we ſhall diſcoyer a moſt dangerous deſign, tending o the deſtiuRion 
both of Army,and Common. wealth ; For Ged bath made the hearts 
of thoſe men fat, and their ears heavy , thac they will not hear the crie 


of the poor, Eſay 6.10, Therefore they ſhall cry, 2rd nct be heard, 


Pr0V,21.13. Tbey'aze Phyfiians cf ve valve ; they willnot eweus, 
but rather make cur woutds deeper and wider : Buc the Sun of Righ= 
teOuineſs will ariſe with healing on his wings, 2441, 4.2, and al' Na- 
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{et him rule over chem, ſhall be FN PS E[4.60.12,For 

behold the day commeth that ſhull barn as a2 Oven,and ll the proug 

and all thic do wickedly (hull be Rtaoble, and che day that commeth + 

ſhall burn them up, faith the Lord of Hoſts, that ic (hall leave them ay 

neicher root nor branch, fal.4.r, Gs | 
And now my Lord, ind G:atlemen all, we do humbly ſpread theſe yy 

things before you, conceiving 2ur condicion jult paralel wich Pauls, 
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when the hip was between Sylla and Chartades ; and as we know —© | 
you in your full condition,(wimaning in profocrity, caartat be wichour 2 
ſtrong temptarions; nei:her can you conceive,thar we cn be free trom 4] 
the like, and greater ; for you know what oppreſſion will make wiſe EF 


men do, Ecclef, 7.7. Theretore it we in our fhnking condition flauk 
catch atany thing,heping to be delivered by it, & if ic proye to be our 
deſtruction ; we do appeal unto God, Angels and Men, whether you 
ſhall nor anſwer for all che bloud which (hall be pile UpOn this ac 
coutit, or no 2 For wedare call the moft High God co record, our 
onſciences alſo wicmefſtng wich us.that we have nothing in ur eye,but 


rhe preſerving of this nation from perpetual ſlayery,or from ſuddain des 
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ſiruRtion by unſatiable,bloudy monſters; & fo we do commit both you, | 
& thele lines inco the hands of thar God, who is able to give them ſuch | 
a ſetting on upon your {pirits,that both ſleep and food fhal depart from —\ | 
; you, until you by joining with us,have put us into a fafe poſture, 
JEEP TREO oi DAD ; 
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